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Reaſons of Diſſent, &c. 


HA the Reaſons of Diſ- - 
SS ſcent may be the better un- 
derſtood, it will be proper 
to premiſe, that the Con- 
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•7g vention of Royal Boroughs 
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— has but limited Powers. 


They have, unqueſtionably, a Right to 
proportion the reſpective Quota's of the - 8 
Land-Tax payable by each particular Bo- 
rough, and the 10 T. of the 100 L. (or 
ſuppoſed Total of the Land-Tax impoſed 
upon the whole Boroughs) amongſt unfree 
Traders in Baronies, or Burghs of Barony 
and Regality, as the Inhabitants thereof 
happen to accept of the Communication of 
Trade. They have a Power to take _ 5 


and deliberate among themſelves, upon ma- 
king proper Applieations for obtaining ne- 


gue 


AR - WA 
df the Trade of the Royal Boroughs; 4 


may be allowed to have a Power to conſult 


Laws which concern Trade, or for pro- 
curing Alterations in Laws relating to 


Trade, where ſuch Alterations may be ſup- 


poſed to be uſeful, It may alſo be admit- 

ted, that the Convention ſome Power 
to regulate the Police of any particular Bo- 
rough, tho' that has been denied often, 


and. vety lately, 6 5 ſome People, who, Pere | 


baps, upon this Occaſion, are very willing. 
to confider the Power of not only Con- 
ventions, but even their Aunual Commit- 
tees, to be of very great, nay, of illimited 
Extent,. In ſhort, it may be admitted, 
that, as to all Matters which relate to 

Trade, which is, by Law, in a particu- 
lar Manner, a Property of the Royal 


Boroughs, with a Power, or, perhaps, a 


Neceſſity upon them to communicate their 


Property to a certain Extent, the Royal 


Boroughs have not only extenſive Privi- 


leges, but conſiderable Powers, 


104 is the laudable Practice of Conven-. 
tions of the Royal Boroughs, even in 
Matters which All under their Cogni- 
zance, to direct certain of their Number 


to ſend Miſſives to the ſeveral Boroughs, 


Which 


3 Hr 83 
Which contain the Heads or Subſtance of. 
the. Matters to come before them, to the 

End, no doubt, that each Commiſſioner, 

as to Matters of Importance, may come 

inſtructed and prepared by his Conſtitu- 
ents, how he ſhould demean himſelf; and 

if, by. the Influence of any great Boroughs, 
or, perhaps, of ove, ſometimes Matters 
not contained in the Miſſives have been 
overhawled, and brought in by Brigue and 

Surpriſe, it has juſtly been complained of 

by the whole rational World, and ſhould, 

be complained of by none. more than the 

Boroughs, and particularly the leſter Bo- 

roughs, it being always to be apprehend- 

ed, that ſudden and irregular Reſolutions, 
of Which no previous Notice is given, ac- 
cording to the good old Cuſtom, are more 


the Effect of Party-Work, and, perhaps, 


of ſome dirty Job; than any real Utility, 
or any Thing meant for the Utility of 
the State of Boroughs. | 
Tur Power-of the City of Edinburgh 
is very great, in calling Conventions pro 
re nata, or of the Annual Committees of 
ſuch Conventions: Her Welfare muſt, in- 
deed, be of great Moment to the Boroughs: 
And this Power, which is ſomewhat mo- 
dern (for anciently the Convention itſelf 
Walkt about, and diffuſed its Benefits and 
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happy Influences to ſeveral Boroughs, tho 


that, by many Vears Practice, has been 


confined to Edinburgh) has become ſo 
great, probably becauſe Edinburgh was 


the Seat of Government before the Union, 
becaufe the Parliament was at Hand to ſo- 
| keite any Thing propoſed for the Good of 


the State of Boroughs, and becauſe the Pri- 


vy-Council. and great Courts of Judicatory 
ſeemed to be fixed there, and, poſſibly, be- 
cauſe of Services the City of Edinburgh 
| had done herſelf and the other Boroughs. 


As long as the Power of the City of 
Edinbnrgh is lodged in the Hands of Men 


Who have the Good of the Boroughs and 
Nation at Heart, and employ it for that 
End, it will certainly be needleſs for other 


Boroughs to complain; but ſhould: it be 
our Misfortune to ſee the chief Magiſtracy 
of that City fall into the Hands of a Man, 


more -guided by his own Intereſt, than by 
the Intereſt of his City and other Boroughs, 
it would be Time to look, with ſome At- 


tention, into the Exerciſe of that Power, 


with which, not, properly ſpeaking, the 
City of Edinburgh, but her firſt Magi- 


ſtrate, is veſted, at-leaſt, now is, and, for 
many Years backward, has been : If that 
Power ſhall be obſcrved,not to be employ- 


ed ſingly for the Benefit of che Boroughs in 


general, 
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general, nor the City of Edinburgh in 
particular: If calling upon Conventions, 
or their Annual Committees, in Appear- 
ance, for reaſonable Cauſes, but, in Effect, 
to carry on the little Politicks of any Par- 
ty whatever, ſhall appear to be ſuch a 


carried through by Stealth and Surpriſe : 


It, by ſuch fly and ſubdolous Practices, it 


ſhould ever happen, that conſiderable Bo- 


dies of Men ſhall be endeavoured to be 


attacked in their Rights and Privileges, 


as far as, and farther than the Power of an 


Annual Committee can go : If Matters of 


the greateſt Moment ſhall be attempted. 


to be hurried through at one Diet of Con- 


vention, and, which is more extraordinary, 
of an Annual Committee, as to the laſt of 
which, it is poſſible to ſuppole ſome Pains 


may have been taken to have a Meeting 


packt for the Purpoſe ; 'Then, indeed, we 
may fafely ſay, ſuch Power is turned to a 
moſt corrupt and pernicious Uſe, and needs 
very much to be checked and regulated: 


And it may juſtly be feared, ſuch a Man's 


Power will be employed to intimidate and 
overawe Boroughs into a ſervile Compli- 
ance with Meaſures which they are averſe . 
to: But, as the Freedom of the State of 


Boroughs is guarged by the Laws of the 
Jr TY ws Land; 


Man's Aim, and ſhall be attempted to be 
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Land, if they will but attend to their own ¹ 


true Intereſts, they have Power enough to 
relieve themſelves from the Hands of any 


Man who dares to attempt to enflave 
them: And, if the City 'of Bdinbareh 
conſults her own Intereſt, no Burgh will 
be more foreward to check and regulate 
ſuch Abuſes as ſhe. Ann 


Uro the 21 of February laſt, there W 


a Letter directed to the Boroughs of tlie 


annual Committee, upon ſeveral Matters, 
which ſeem'd to have Reference to Mat- 


ters of Trade, which the Letter fays had 


been under the annual Committee's Confi- 


deration of that Date, to Which Particu- 
lars is ſubjoined a general Clauſe in theſe 


Words, And ſundry other Things of the 
li ke Importance, that may require an Ap- 
plication to Parliament this Seffion. At 
firſt reading of this, every Body would 
imagine, that the Article of Sundries was 
compoſed of Things of the ſame Nature, 
as well as Importance; but it ſeems a Pro- 
ject was formed to bring two very materi- 
al Articles, Hand over Head, under the 
Conſideration of the annual Committee. 
"Theſe Articles were contained in a Draught 
of a Letter prepared by a Sub- Committee, 
to wit, Edinburgb, repreſented” by the 
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Frosoſt only, and be not a Number: Burn 


land, 
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and, repreſented by Provoſt M* Aulay 3 
Whithorn, Sanqubair repreſented byGeorge 
 Troine of Newtoun, one of the Town-Clerks 
* Edinburgh, and Bervie. It was diſco» 
vered and complained of in the Committee, 
When theſe two Articles came under Con- 
fideration, that neither Mhithorn nor Ber- 
vie were acquainted of the Sub-Committee's 
Diet of. Meeting; and it was ſpecially no- 
ticed, that theſe Articles were therefore, 
in Effect, the Deed of the Repreſenta- 
tives of Bruntiſland and Sanquhair a- 
lone. The firſt mentions, that © the Com- 
c mittee had been informed, that ſome of 
© the Judges of the ſupreme Courts here 
_ © have offered to ſerve in Parliament at 
* the next Election; and the Committee 
© being fully perſwaded, that, were the 
* Judges of the ſupreme Courts capable 
© to have Seats in the honourable Houſe 
of Commons, it would be attended with 
_ © moſt pernicious Conſequences to this 
Part of the united Kingdom in general, 
and to this City, the ancient Metrg- 
* polis thereof, in particular, which un- 
+ © avoidably, in a little Time, would de- 
* ſtroy the whole State of Boroughs, 
„ wherefore, as there is now a Bill de- 
s pending in Parliament, to regulate the 
Election of Members of Parliament in 
3 * 2 e Ker. 


10 J : 
1 & Scotland, if that Bill does not contain 
4 a Clauſe to diſqualifie theſe Judges from 
being elected, it is humbly propoſed o 
* the Committee, that a proper Clauſe 
© may be offered to prevent this Evil ef- 
„ 7x 
Tux ſecond Article runs thus. The 
Committee being likewiſe informed, that 
Endeavours are here uſed to promote 
Applications to the Parliament for re- 
* ſcinding the Act eſtabliſhing a Septen- 
nial Parliament, and for introducing a 
Triennial one; and the Committee ꝓe- 
ing fully convinced, that ſuch an Alte- 
ration cannot be attended with any Be- 
nefit, but muſt be followed with evil 
Conſequences, namely, to the State of 
Boroughs, do, in the moſt earneſt Man- 
ner, requeſt that you will join in oppo- 
3J3öͤͥͤ  -- 5 
Inx fiſt Article being dropt, makes ne 

Part of the Subject of this Diſſent; but the 

Second being agreed to, and my Diſſent 
being offered and admitted, and to be re- 
corded, I offer, in my own Name, and the 


n 
A 
* 


Name of thoſe who did or ſhall adhere to 
f me, the following Reaſons of Diſſent. 
. | | | 
| FixsT, Becauſe, ſuppoſing for Argu- 
Wo ment's Sake, that the Convention itſelf 
had Power to take ſuch Matters under 
| - : 8 995 | their 


% 
* 


their Conſideration, (which we think they, 
and, a fortiori, their annual Committee, 
have not) it was at leaſt proper that Mat- 
ters of ſuch great Conſequence ſhould have 
been ſpecially mentioned in the Miſſive di- 
rected to the Members of the annual Com- 
mittee. Had that been done, it had been 
reaſonable to expect the Committee had 
been full; but that would have marr'd the 
whole Project. The . of the 
City of Edinburgh, the far greater Part 
of whom, there is but too much Cauſe to 
thifik, for obvious Realons, are but too 
willing to concur in any Party-Job, muſt. 
then have been leſs ſignificant :- It was 
therefore proper, that the Matter ſhould 
not be ſo explained, as to make the Com- 
mittee full; and therefore theſe two moſt 
important Articles were wrapt up in gene- 
ral Terms; and it is a known and juſt Ma- 
xim, that Dolus latet in generalibus. The 
Letter itſelf imports, that ſome Matters, 
of the ſame Nature and Importance, were 
to be under Conſideration ; and every Bo- 
dy will be of Opinion, that has the leaſt 
Degree of Impartiality, that the Matter 
of theſe two Articles was quite different 
from the Particulars mentioned in the Miſ- 
five; but it was proper, to carry on the 
Job, to couch theſe in the moſt general 

Terms. 


FPerms. And 9D s taxke 
to be moſt hurtful to the State of the 
Boroughs. For, in the firſt Place, if, un- 
| der the Pretence of ſuch general Words, 
Matters of the higheſt Conſequence are 
= pretended to be warrantably taken under 
Conlideration, and Reſolutions to be fram- 
ed upon them, there is indeed no Occaſion 
for a Miſfive at all, neither to Conventions 
nor annual Committees, upon Emergencies 
of Affairs which affect the Trade of the 
Boroughs; all Matters of Importance muſt 
reſt in the Breaſt of the Provoſt of Edin -· 
burgh, and ſuch as he may call to his Af- 
ſiſtance; he and they need only to frame 
a Miſſve, mentioning a few Particu- 
lars, Which Members of an annual Com- 
mittee may think of ſo common Concern, 
as may be left to his and their Manage- 
ment, and leave any Thing of Importance 
to come, as naturally they ought, certain- 
ly, per ſaltum, and by Surpriſe: But it 
. miſt be of moſt dangerous Conſequence 
to the State of Boroughs, if, under ſuch 
general and fraudulent Words, Matters of - 
the greateſt Importance, whether directly 
concerning the Trade and State of the Bo- 
roughs, or Things quite diſtinct (and which 
only, by remoteſt Conſequences and ſtrain'd 
Inferences, it can be pretended do affeck 
them) 
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them) can be, by ſhort Hand, bronght in 
and conſidered, and Reſolutions taken up- 
on them. And this, it is hop'd, the Boo 
rougbs, ſo ſoon as they have a proper Op- 


portunity, will duly advert to. 
Sxcoxpr v, Becauſe, in my Opinion, the 
annual Committee had no Power to con- 
ſider of the Matter contained in the Arti- 
cle, altho it had been ſpecially mentioned 
in the Miſſive, becauſe the Committee had 
no Power to make it the Head of a Miſe 
five, The Committee has only certain 
Powers committed to them, of which it 
cannot be ſuppoſed to be one, that It ſhould 
watch over the Legiſlative, and take upon 
them, before Hand, to judge of, or, in the 
Words of ſome of the Committee, to give 
their Senſe of Matters of ſuch high Impor- 
tance, which, by the Article, is plain the 
Committee thought were to come before 
the Parliament. It is a Principle of common 
Senſe, as well as of Law, That one Per- 
ſon, or a Number of Perſons, delegated 
or commiſſioned by others, to do a certain 
Thing or Things, have no Power, no Au- 
thority, to meet in the Name of their Con- 
ſtituents, and to tranſact other Things than 
thoſe. which were ſpecially delegated or 
commiſſioned. Matters of Trade are in- 
deed ſpecially committed to the annual 
57 Com- 
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Committee, and probably ſuch Heads of 
the Miſſive as were left unfiniſhed by the 
Convention itſelf ; but ſurely Matters of 
State, the Utility of this or the other Act 
of Parliament, which, by the greateſt 'Tor- 
ture, cannot be brought to have the leaſt. 
Concern with Trade, the State of the Bo- 
roughs, or any 'Thing committed to' the 
annual Committee, Jay quite out of their 
Sphere ; they had nothing to do with them. 
It was nothing to the Purpoſe, that the 
Alteration of the Septennial A& might af- 
fect the State of Boroughs, or did affect them, 


or the Elections in which they were concer- 


ned. So does every Bill, more or leſs, that is 


intended for enacting a new Law, or repeal- 


ing an old, uſeleſs, or perhaps hurtful one; 
but it will not from thence follow, That 
the annual Committee of the Convention 
have a Right to take every Bill brought 
into Parliament into Conſideration, to give 
their Senſe of it; and to pretend to in- 


ſtruct or requeſt the Members of Parlia- 


ment repreſenting the Boroughs, to con- 
cur with, or oppoſe the paſſing of ſuch 
Bills, as in their Opinion are advantage 


ous, or hurtful. That is a Piece of the high- 


eſt Arrogance and Preſumption in the ge- 
neral, and in a ſingular Manner injurious 
to the particular Boroughs, Who alone have 
kts Power 


E 5 1 
Power to correſpond with or inſtruct their 
ſeveral Members of Parliament: But to 
ſhew, beyond the Power of Cavil, that 
the Committee had no Authority to take 
Matters of this Sort under their Cognizance, 
their Inſtructions from the Convention are 
egnceived in theſe Words. Edinburgh, 
5 Fuly, 1733. The which Day, the Con- 
eention appoints the Commiſſioners for the 
Burgb of Edinburgh, &c. as a Committee, 
10 fat, after diſſolving this preſent Conven- 
"tion, to confider what is remitted to them, 
and particularly to confider every Thing © 
relating to SA the «nfree Traders, the 
Staple, and Tranſgreſſors thereof, and to 
 adjuft and determine in all Differences 
that have ariſen, or may ariſe among ſt any 
of the Royal Boroughs, betwixt and the 
next anuual Convention; and to confider 
the Circumſtances of the unfree Trade, 
compound, tranſact, and agree with ſuch 
of . the Burghs of Barony and Regality, 
and other unfree-Traders as are willing to 
accept of the Communication of Trade, and 
to uſe Endeavours to make ſuch as have 
accepted of the Communication qectual; 
and the Convention recommend to them to 
meet frequently, and declare, that Three 
of the Committee ſhall be a Quorum for 
unfree Trade, aud Five for all the other 
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Buſineſs commited io them, Edinburgh Fes 


always, one. 58 6 alan ; wi 
Want to know, under what Head of 


ug, 


| theſe Inſtructions this Power of judging of 


ſuch Matters comes to be claſs d; and I 
ſubmit it to the Royal Boroughs, if it is 


not monſtruous to ſuppoſe, ſo valuable and 


Important Things, as theſe contained in 


the. Article now under "Conſideration, can 
be ſuppoſed to be remitted to the Conſide- 


7 . © * 


ration of the Whole, much leſs to that of 


e that Committee. 


3 


HIRDLY, Becauſe, no Letter that may 


be written, no Inſttu&ion that can be give 
by this Committee, can or ought to be re- 
. by any Member of Parliament. 


he Members who repreſent the Borotighs 


in Parliament, have nothing to do with the 
Convention itſelf, far leſs with their annual 
Committee; neither the Convention, nor 


annual Committee, can declare the Senſe of 
the Boroughs, with reſpect to any publick 


Matter; and tho' the Plan of the Job 
Was firſt to declare the Committee's O- 
pinion in a Thing they had nothing to 
do with, to lead or rather miſlead the 
Boroughs to give the ſame Opinion, yet, 
As there is great Reaſon to think, that the 


Magiſtracies and Councils of the ſeveral. 


Boroughs, are not led nox directed with the | 


ſame 


— r - > S = 1 | 56+ Vf dba . 1 : 


— 7 


ſame corrupt Views that ſome People arg, 
they will not, it is hoped, ſuffer themſelves 
to be made a Job of, but declare their own 
Opinions upon ſuch Matters, which, if 
they ſhould do, the Opinion of the Com- 
mittee muſt ſurely. go for nothing, except 

ta ſtand an Example of a Piece of very... 
great Preſumption, in pretending to give 
their Opinion for others, from whom they 
have no Sort of Commiſſion to act in ſuch 
Matters. Beſides, as it muſt pour Con- 
tempt upon the Committee, ihould the 
particular Boroughs give contrary Advice 
or Inſtructions to their Members of Parlia- 
ment; and, as it was admitted in the Ar- 
gument, that not as repreſenting the Bo- 
roughs, nor in their Name, but in their own, 
and, as ſingle Men, the Committee were 
to give their Opinion, as for themſelves, 
and. not for their Boroughs. And, as it was 
admitted, That the Opinion of the reſpec- 
tive Boroughs muſt prevail over, and ſet 
at nought any Opinion that could be gi- 
ven by this Committee, theſe Things were 
undeniable Proofs, not only of Want of 
Power of any Sort in the Committee to 
take upon them to act in ſuch Matters; 
but alſo, that nothing elſe was intended, 
than, by way of Party-Job, to try, b the 
Authorit yo the \— to impoſe up- 
BN on 


18 no 
on the ſeveral Boroughs, to follow an Ex- 
ample the Committee had no Power to ſer 


4 before them, which I take to be a high 
Alffront and Indignity done to each parti- 
bl cular Borough ; and what muſt bring the 
1 annual Committee to be quite uſeleſs to 
the Royal Boroughs; which muſt be 
| — the Caſe, ſo ſoon as it appears, (as by 
* this Tranſaction it does) that Meetings 
q are packt, and Jobs ſet on Foot, more to 
| recommend the Uſefulneſs of ſome one 
"I Man or other to a Party, than to follow 
= our, with Singleneſs and Integrity, the 
1 true Intereſt of the Royal Boroughs; and, 
6 1 as a compleat Evidence of this, the other 
* Article, tho' dropt, ſhall juſt be mentioned. 
1 Tux Magiſtrates of Edinburgh have, 
upon many Occaſions, ſhewn Abundance of 
EReſpect to the Lords of Seſſion; they have 
1 always deſired to be in a good Correſpon- 
1 dence with them; theſe Magiſtrates ne- 
4 ver once have attempted to ſtrike at any 
1 Thing that lookt like a Privilege belong- 

| ing to the Lords, without, at leaſt, previ- | 
1 ouſly conſulting with them: Former Ma- 

k giſtracies thought it prudent to ufe the 


Lords -with Diſcretion, to be. well with 
them, and even to ſupport their Intereſt. 
By the Date of tho Letter to the Mem- 
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bers of the Committee, it is plain there 
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was Acceſs to ſtate any Thing to the 
Lords that concerned them perſonally ; 


but, upon this Occaſion, it is believed the 


Inhabitants of that City cannot take it 


well, if, by any of their Magiſtrates, or. 


Servants, or by their Procurement, an Ar- 


ticle ſhould be form'd, recommending it 
to the Repreſentatives of the Boroughs, to 
promote a Clauſe in an Act of Parliament, 


to diſqualify the Judges of our ſupreme 
Courts from fitting in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. 'This was only levelled at the 


Lords of Seſſion, and particularly at one 
of them; this unmannerly Project was 
carried on with ſuch Secrecy, that by 


mere Accident it came to be diſcovered ; 


perhaps it might be diſcovered to ſome, . 
but there were, beſides, many of the Lords 
in or near Town, who got not the leaſt 
Hint of it. I, tho Aſſeſſor to the Com- 


miſſioner for the Borough of North- Ber- 


wick, and tho it was well known I was in 


Town, was neglected, even as a Member, 
to be acquainted of the Meeting ; it was 
enough I was told from the Chair, that 


the Miſſive had been ſent to the Borough, 


tho, with Reſpe& to others, perhaps, more 


Care was taken to have them attend. 
This Proceeding, againſt a Body of ſuch 


Conſideration, at Hand, but not . 
. ; . | E * 


; bo . 
WI 


ed with what was a-doing, is, at the ſame 
Time that it ſhews the utmoſt Diſre- 
pre ſo plain a Proof of a Job of ſname- 
Ful Work, that T apprehend the Royal 
- Boroughs have every Thing to fear from 
Men, who do not fcruple ſo boldly ; ſo 
boldly, . did I ſay, no, fo inſidiouſly and 
preſumptuouſly to invade the Rights of o- 
> ther Men, of great Figure and 'Confide- 
ration, and to do what they can to have 
them ſtript of them, without ſo moch as 
giving thofe, whom they were bound both 
to honour and reſpect, the leaſt Warning 
that their Rights were to be attackt, 
Which, were it for my Purpoſe in this pre- 
ſent Diſſent, I could maintain to be very 
well founded, and that there is not one 
Judge of the united Kingdom, (not ſum- 
-moned to attend a Service inconfiſtent 
with that of the Houſe of Commons) who 
has not the common Privilege of ferving 
bis Country in it; and whoever was to 
= ſhew his Party-Zeal againſt the whole 
Court of Seſſion, for the Sake of one 
Man of great Merit, ſurely it ill, very 
ili, became the Lord Provoſt of Fdjn- 
Burgb, to lead up a Dance of that Sort: 
hut as this was a Part of the Job, it is a 
full Proof of the Spirit which has carried 
through the other Artiele; and 1 do ſub- 
| ; So. 
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mit it to the Conſideration of the Royal 
Boroughs, and the World, if their Power 
and Authority is not employed and uſed 
to moſt noble and excellent Purpoſes, | 
Atbly. Brus when it was carried by 
the Majority of a ſingle Vote, that the 
Committee ſhould proceed to confider of 
the Article touching the Duration of Par- 
liaments, I did propoſe, that the Matter 
might be ſub-committed, for which there 
was:the more Reaſon, that tho' one of the 
Sub-Committee, formerly named, had taken 
upon him, without ſo much as conferring 
with the other Members, to prepare a 
| Draught of this Part of a Letter to be 
\ | wrote to Members of Parliament; yet 
the Affair was plainly of ſach Conſe- 
quence, 'that it required to be deliberate- 
ly talkt to. I repreſented, that if ſuch a 
Thing came before any of the Houſes of 
Parliament, as a Repeal of the Septennial 
Act, it would be agreeable to their wiſe 
Method of Procedure, to commit it even 
to a Commitree of the whole Houſe ; that 
it could not paſs into a Law, without be- 
ing thrice read in both Houſes; I was ſe- 
conded in this Motion, but no Attention 
was given to a reaſonable Propofal of that 
_ Kind; the Majority of the Committee were 
either ſo wellprepared to go on, and to fſiniſn 


* 
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their Job, or were ſo bel ate that, at 
once, they could balance all the Convenien- 
cies and Inconveniencies, all the Advantages 
and Diſadvantages, that could poſſibly at- 
tend the Law, its ſtanding either the one 
Way or other; and, to be ſure, there could 
be no Doubt, but that Gentlemen of their 
Penetration, could comprehend all Things 
in the Twinkling of an Eye; nor could there 
be the leaſt Reaſon to doubt of their great 
Capacity, in rightly judging of them. 
This, however, I take to be a Thing alto- 
gether unprecedented by the Practice of 
the Royal Boroughs, or any other well 
governed Society, with ſo much Impetuo- 
ſity and Precipitancy to proceed to deter- 
mine in Matters of the higheſt Impor- 
tance, and, in this, directly contrary to 
what had been done by the ſame Com- 
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' mittee at their former Meeting, which 

f ſib- committed it. It was not pretended, 

| | that the Sub-Committee had once met upon 

tit, tho it may be true, that there had been 

ſome overly Converſation upon the Head, in 

gagagreater N at Dinner; wherefore, 
1 as it was the higheſt. Arrogance, and ſome- 
thing near to Falſhood, in one Man of the 


Sub-Committee, todraw up this Article by 
Way of a Report of the Sub- Committee; it 
Was precipitant and unjuſt to take ſuch a 
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Thing into Conſideration, without ſubs 
committing it; but that might have de- 


layed the Job one Poſt, and all this was 


therefore moſt reaſonably ſlurred over. 
thy. Becavss, ſuppoſing the Annual 


Committee had had Power, as it had not, 
to meddle in ſuch Matters; and ſuppoſing 


the Report of the Sub-Committee had been 


regularly made, as it Was not; Was any 
Opinion to have been given upon the 


Matter by the Commitree, it was their 


Duty to have required the Members of 


Parliament, repreſenting the Boroughs, with 


Vigour and Spirit to have coucurred with 
and ſupported any Bill which might be 
brought in toreſtore the Frequency of new. 
Parliaments, by making them Triennial. 
Becauſe, in the firſt Place, calling new Par- 


liaments, at leaſt once in the three Years, 
is moſt agreeable to our Conſtitution, and 


indeed of this there needs no better nor 
convincing Proof, than the Article of our. 
Claim of Right, and of the Engli/þ Bill 
of Rights; in both of which, it is mentio- 
ned as a Right of the Subject, (and con- 


ſequently a valuable Part ot the Conſtitu- 


tion) as what would tend to redreſs 
Grievances, to amend, ſtrengthen, and 
preſerve the Laws, that Parliaments 


fhould te frequently called, And, among 
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other Things, they 24.) on this as their 

wrdonbted Right and Privilege, and that 
#0 Declaration, Fudgment, Doings of 
Proceedings, to the Prejudice of the Peo- 
Pie, in any of the Premiſes, (the. laſt of 
which is the Article I now infiſt upon) 
ought in anyways be drawn hereafter, in 
Conſequence or Example. Thele are, Word 
for Word, what both Nations, now united, 


* 


did at that Time inſiſt upon. : 
Ix we ſhall look back into Hiſtory, we 
ſhall find, that anciently Parliaments 
were Annual; and it is pretty certain, that, 
till the Reign of Henry the VIII. of Eng- 
land, a Prince who did ſhew no ſmall 
Appetite for arbitrary Power, and whoſe 
Reign was indeed violent, there is not one 
Inſtance to be found of the Prorogation of 
one Parliament. V 
Tun Length of Parliaments, or the not 
calling them at all, was loudly complained 
of in ſome Reigns that preceeded the hap- 
py Revolution. Many Attempts, without 
Succeſs, were made to eſtabliſh Triennial 
Parliaments, at haſt, at the happy Revo- 
| Jation, the above mentioned Article of 
Right was claimed, inſiſted upon, and 
admitted as one of the Fundamentals 
which compoſed its Baſis. 3 
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five or fix Years after it, indeed to the, 
great Diſappointment of the Nation, by 
the Influence of. Miniſters, whoſe Intereſt 
alone it was to ward off fo juſt and ex- 
pected a Thing, an Act was paſt, by, 
Which it was provided, That a new. Parlia- 
ment ſhould. be called once in three Years, 
And this moſt valuable Law, as it was 
looked upon as the great and chief Barri- 
er of the Liberties and Rights of the 
People, continued unſhaken for the Space 
of Thirty Vears; during which Time it is 
impoſſible to condeſcend upon any one bad 
Conſequence or ill Effect it produced. 
I have ſaid, that it was the Intereſt of the 
Miniſters for the Time, alone, that ſo long 
prevented the enacting ſo juſt and valuable 
a Law, and what the Nation ſo reaſonably 
expected, as moſt agreeable to the Conſtitu- 
tion, and neceſlary to ſuppott it; and no 
doubt every Miniſter will endeavour to have 
the ſame Parliament, to fit and continue as 
long as he can. In a ſhort Time, it is not 
ealy for a Miniſter to ſeduce the Repreſen- 
tatives of the People, who are choſen to 
be, and ought to be h Guardians of their 
Liberties, nor to prevail upon them, for 
little Advantages to themſelves, to falſify 
their Truſt, and to turn their cruel and 
polluted Hands againſt the Country which 
waineenmmmmfmm  - they, 
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ſter, may poſſibly bring a Parliament to be 


that the Liberties of the People are in the 
utmoſt Hazard. If it ſhould be our Caſe; 
that a Parliament ſhould become obſequi- 
ous to a haughty, defigning, imperious Mi- 
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Period, we muſt be exceeding miſerable ; 
and therefore, ſince I am forced to give 
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this Committee has nothing to do with, I 


quence to the Nation, that there ſhould 
be a frequent Return of the Time, when 
the Electors have a Right to enquire into 


far as rightly to direct themſelves to a 


Choice of thoſe who love our Conſtitution. 


-  « * Bx$IDES, it is at leaſt ſuppoſable, that 


a Miniſtry, by giving Penſions and Em- 


ployments to ſome, and cajoling others 


they ought to protect and defend ; but 
Length of Time, with the conſtant. Wiles 
and Arts of an infinuating deſigning Mini- 


„at his Devotion, and then, indeed, there 
- will be the greateſt Reaſon to apprehend 


cannot but think it of the greateſt Conſe- 


the Conduct of the Elected, and to can- 
vaſs their Proceedings in Parliament, ſo 


| | niſter, which there would be ſtill the 
1 greater Reaſon to apprehend. if the Par lia- 
'K | ment: ſhould be allowed to fit. for a Jong 


my Opinion upon a Subject which, I think, 


with the Hopes and Expectations of them, 


by corrupting of Electors and returning 
Officers, may ſecure to his Obedience, pet- 
. 2324 | | "ih DT: _ haps, 
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haps, a Majority of one of the Houſes f 
Parliament, at the very Entry upon a 
new Parliament; and, to encreaſe his Pat- 
ty, by ſuch Helps as every Body knows 
are in a Miniſter's Power : If that ſhould 
at any Time happen to be our miſerable 
Caſe, what Hopes could we entertain of 
ſeeing the Parliament exert themſelves in 
protecting the Country 2 We ſhould have 
greater Reaſon to fear, even the Par lia- 
ment it ſelf might become the Tools of 
Oppreſſion in the Hands of ſuch a Miniſtry. 

And, inſtead of being the Terror of evil 

Mliniſters, we might expect to ſee them 
the Miniſtry's obſequious Agents, and be 
more apt to pull down an honeſt Man, 
that dared to ſtem the Tide of Oppreſſion 
and Wickedneſs, than to ſtand up for the 
Rights and Liberties of the People. We 
might expect to hear ſuch Men, call thoſe 
that were ready to give up what was moſt | 

valuable to the Country, the true Friends 1 
of our Conſtitution ; and call thole, who | 
had Courage to aſſert their Country's | 
Cauſe, Jacobites and Republicans, Now, 
it is to be hoped, that every Body will 
agree, that no heavier Curſe could fall 
on any People, than to have ſuch a Par- 
liament; and to have it entailed upon them. - 

Ix is very true, that, under the Reign 
of our preſent moſt gracious Soyereigu, W. 
ad 4 -: | may 
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may hope, that none of theſe Evils ſhall 
- befal us. Nor had the Nation any Rea- 
ſon to apprehend the like Danger under 
the Reign of our great Deliverer King Mil- 
iam. It is a Matter that is quite indif- 
ferent to the Prince, whether Parliaments 


are of longer or ſhorter Duration. It is the 
Intercſt and Duty of Parliaments to pro- 
vide for the Safety, Honour and Dignity 


of their Prince in all Reſpects. If they fail 
in that, they fail in their Duty, not to 
him only, but to themſelves. No Sovereign 


was ſupported with greater Luſture, than 
the late Queen was, by triennial Parlia- 


ments. But ſhould it ever be a Queſtion, 


between the Prince and the People (a 


Thing that moſt certainly cannot now 


happen) whether Parliaments ſhould be 
longer or ſhorter lived, it is impoſſible to 


heſitato one Moment, to which Side a 
Man of ſound Revolution-Principles 
Mould incline. But as it cannot always 
be ſuppoſed, that, we ſhall be happy e- 


nough to have good and wiſo Prinees to 
rule us; and, as it is poſſible, a very good 


and wiſe Prince may be unlueky enough to 


have a corrupt and deſigning Miniſter, it 
is the Buſineſs of every. Man, who has, 


or imagines he has, Power to give his O- 
pinion in publick Matters, to direct his 
. V.ews, to have our. Conſtitution hrou 


ght 
back 


4 288 15 5 FE * l . . \ — S e 
een — Hs id. A id. „ 
7 \ SY i% 
* - : 
. 


MM t, ' /m CS 
back to its b ** by reviving tho 
AQ which eſtabliſhed Triennial Par lia- 
ments, which moſt certainly is moſt con- 
ducive to the true Intereſt of the Nation. 
Seven Vears are, to the Bulk of Mankind, 
as good as a Term for Life, and that every 
Body muſt allow is too long a Term of 
Endurance for Par liaments. "21 
Ir is true, That, in the Reign of King 
George the Firſt; the Triennial Act was re- 
pealed, and a Septennial Act was made: 
But we can remember, that it was a Ne- 
ceſſity of State, the then Condition of the 
Iſland, a Rebellion lately extinguiſhed, 
and the Hazard there might be of allowing 
of great Aſſemblies of Men to meet, be- 
fore theſe Animoſities, which had thrown 
us into the Convulſions of a civil. War, 
were quite abated, which were given as 
Reaſons for this moſt material Alteration 
| of our Conſtitution. . At preſent, we 
enjoy a perfect calm Peace at Home, there 
ö are no open Enemies within our Borders, 
) pretending or daring to diſturb our preſent 
[ happy Tranquillity ; and if theſe Reaſons, 
) which were temporary, do now ſubſiſt no 
more, as ſurely they - do not, fince. the 
> Cauſe of that material Change has ceaſed, 
- | the Effet ought alſo to ceaſe, and our 
S 
r 
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Conſtitution ought to be put into the ſame 
Condition, in which it had remained, ws 
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for Reaſons of State, for which at pre- 
ſent, God be thanked, there is not the leaſt 
ö _—_ tt 
Non will this Obſervation, . that Mat- 
I ters of Election embroil even Friends, and 
make them differ ſo among themſelves, 
wherefore, ſaid one Gentleman, 1'd rather 
1 with to fee the Parliament Dodecennial, 
 _ nor that other Obſervation, made by ano- 
ter Gentleman, that Triennial Parli- 

; 
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ments turned the People of Boroughs idle, 
and diverted them too much from their Bu- 
ſmeſs, be of the leaſt Conſequence to avoid 
= the Force of the preceeding Obſervations, 
the Subſtance of which was mentioned to 
the Committee; becauſe to this it was an- 
| ſwered, that if the Triennial Act was ſo 
great aFence and Barrier of our Liberties, 
|. tf any Gentleman thought the entertaining 
the Burghers of a Town, perhaps for a 


Fortnight, once a Three Years, occaſioned 
ſuch a Diverfion as to overbalance all the 
Advantages of it, he muſt have ſo mean 
and contemptible a Notion of the Value 
of the Conftitution, and of the Liberty of 
the Subject, ſecured by it, that it did net 
deſerve an Anſwer: Nor can a Judgment, 
founded upon ſuch a trifling Obſervation, in 
Anſwer to Arguments which have been e- 
| ver looked upon as of the greateſt Weight, 
| 1 hope, go far with any 
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WET as to ; the Diviſions which the Res 
cf of Elections create among Friends, it 
is my Opinion, that the more frequent the 
Return, the fewer Squabbles there will be, 
either among them or others, upon that 
Score. No Man would think it extreme 
much worth his While to throw out great 
Sums to ſecure the Seat of one ſingle Year 
in Parliament ; but, in Proportion to "the 
Length of Parliaments, do Men ſet a Va- 21 
lue upon a Seat. Hinc #2 Lachryme ! 
A'Diſappointment of a Seat, for ws, one 
has a freſh Chance in three Years, may, by 
Compuration, be born with thrice as much 
Eaſe as a Diſappointment for ſeven Years: 
And moſt People, to gratify their Ambi- 

tion, or their prevailing Paſſion, will give 

their Money in Proportion to the Difap-- 
pointment they dread, and ſhew their Re- 
ſentment, e or whatever elſe moves 
them, juſt in the ſame Proportion: Whence 
it follows as a Demonſtration, to me, that 

the longer lived Parliaments are, the great- 

er the Struggle will be, and the more A- | 
nimoſüities it will raiſe. It will be admit- | 


ted by the Gentleman, that what he means 

has been occaſioned about the Elections 

for a Septennial Parliament; and, perhaps, 

the Lenpth of a Seven Yeats Parliament, 

is a ſtrong-Reaſon.'why one ſhould not e- 
ven truſt his Blood -Friend in Parliament, if 


2 we. ht | it 


it is his ſincere Opinion ” ROOM done a 
' miſs : But nothing could be more abſurd, . 
than for any one Member to form his 
| Notions of what concerns the whole Iſland, 
from one, or a very few more Inſtances of 
that Sort, which neither do, nor poſſibly 
can affect the Conſtitution. - But the Argu- 
ment does not ſtop here; for if it is true, 
that Elections do throw a Borough idle, if 
it is true, that they divide Friends, and 
that therefore Parliamentsſhould be called 
ſeldomer than once in three Vears, to be 
ſure, the ſeldomer the better, let us there- 
Fore agree to make Parliaments Perennial, 
and all further Trouble will be ſaved, at 
leaſt, People. muſt be idle, and quarrel a- 
bout ſomething elſe than Elections. 
I amextremeſenſible, a great deal more 
might be ſaid, to very good Purpoſe, 
but as it is impoſſible to contract what 
has been the Subje& of many learned De- 
bates, within a narrow Compaſs ; and being 
convinced this Paper has ſwell'd into too 
great a Bulk; and, in Caſes of this Kind, 
it being allowed to add, what may further 
bo neceſſary upon any proper Occaſion, 
which, I do infiſt may be reſerved to me, 
I chooſe to go no farther at this Time. 
1 Signed, HEW DATIRTM II 
Jor Northberwicks 
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SEDERUNT | of the ANNUAL, = 
EOMMITTEE, and the Manner 
they voted, by which it is plain 1 
the Great Boroughs preſent 8 
their Commiſſioners voted a- 
gainſt the Motion, and for Tri- 
| Sai! Parliaments. ; 1 


2 Ber 4 were Two Voter, one, Proceed noe B 
to 2 of it? or, Delay ? * 


PROCEED, 


to the Royal Bank. 


'Kirkaldie. 


Burntiſſ and, Lord Conſervator of the 


Scots Privileges in the Netherlands, 
Aſſeſſor. 


Tnoerary, The Comptroller to the Poſts | 
> Office, and Depute-Keeper of the 
Regiſter for Mrpingy., Oc 


Dyſart. 


Rant + One of thoſe, 'tis likely, who 


bound himſelf by Bond to vote plum 
in the Elections of that Purgh, laſt 
Election. 
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 Tayne, One of the Commiſſioners of the 

. _ Cuſtoms. 
Sangqubair, Clerk to the Town of Elin: 
burgb, (one of them) and to the 
Royal Boroughs. 
Dumfermling, No Counſellor of the Burgh, 
| nor Office-Bearer of the Burgh. 
Elgin, No Counſellor, nor Office-Bearer 
of the Burgh, | 


DELAY. 


Perth, Burgher n 
Einlithgoes, Burgher thereof. 
Bercie, Provoſt of it. 
, Sranrawer, Advocate, and one of the 
 Aﬀeſſors to the Town of Fain. 
. burgh. 
8 Clerk-Deputo to the Admiral- 
* in the Gift of the Fete | 
erk 


 Wiegtoun, a Gentleman living in Town. 

ee a Lord of Seſſion. 

Ihithorn, a conſiderable Merchant i in E- 
dinburgh. 

Feine, FE of the Under Clerks of Edin- 


Ci 
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The ther 2 Was, Approve of the Me "i 


tion? or, Not? 


AP NO 6. 


Members voted as on Proceed, ' 


NOT, 

Members voted as on Dela; except 

Bervie and Jroins, who were not 
clear to vote. 


Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh 
in the Chair, NO Member 

of the Committee, and NO i #4 
Member for Eainburgh | "4 -. - 
preſent. | | 
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